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C O N T E N T S
V I E W S

404 The Skeptical Browser
JADA Editor Marjorie K. Jeffcoat, D.M.D., explores the benefits and pitfalls of
the Internet as a source of information for dental professionals.

L E T T E R S

408 JADA readers explore trade journals and continuing education, oral cancer
awareness and access to dental care for low-income patients.

N E W S

418 At a recent meeting of the International Association for Dental Research,
researchers report there is no connection between exposure to dental aerosols
and related respiratory illness. According to an article in the February issue of
the journal Pediatrics, adhering to risk-reduction guidelines during pediatric
procedural sedation can reduce the risk of sedation-related adverse events.
JADA readers respond to the January Question of the Month.

R E S E A R C H

429 Curing-Light Intensity and Depth of Cure of Resin-Based Composites
Tested According to International Standards
P.L. Fan, Ph.D., and colleagues
This study investigates the depth of cure of several shades of resin-based
composite materials irradiated at the International Organization for Standard-
ization’s recommended intensity of 300 milliwatts per square centimeter.

435 How Xylitol-Containing Products Affect Cariogenic Bacteria
Marilyn C. Roberts, Ph.D.; Peter Milgrom, D.D.S.; and colleagues
The authors examine the effect of xylitol on levels of Streptococcus mutans and
S. sobrinus.

C L I N I C A L  P R A C T I C E

442 Comparing Methods for Diagnosing Temporomandibular Joint Disk
Displacement Without Reduction
Rüdiger Emshoff, M.D., D.M.D., and colleagues
This study assesses whether the application of specific Clinical Diagnostic 
Criteria for Temporomandibular Disorders to diagnose temporomandibular
joint internal derangement demonstrates good agreement with diagnoses
obtained by magnetic resonance imaging.

452 Clinical Utility of a Genetic Susceptibility Test for Severe Chronic
Periodontitis: A Critical Evaluation
Gary Greenstein, D.D.S., M.S.; Thomas C. Hart, D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Drs. Greenstein and Hart review controlled clinical trials that assessed the
association between specific genotypes and the patient’s susceptibility to
increased bleeding on probing, periodontitis and loss of teeth or dental implants.

C O S M E T I C  &  R E S T O R A T I V E  C A R E

460 The Integrity of Bonded Amalgam Restorations: A Clinical Evaluation
After Five Years
Zbynek Mach, D.D.S., Ph.D.; Jan Regent, D.D.S.; Michal Staninec, D.D.S.,
Ph.D.; and colleagues
The authors examine the clinical performance of bonded amalgam restorations
after five years of clinical service and compare it with that of nonbonded
amalgam restorations.
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D E N T I S T R Y  &  M E D I C I N E

468 Circulatory Dynamics During Dental Extractions in Normal, 
Cardiac and Transplant Patients
Lucio Montebugnoli, M.D., D.D.S.; Carlo Prati, M.D., D.D.S., Ph.D.
In this study, the authors evaluate the relationship between the circula-
tory dynamics of patients with heart disease and their cardiac status
when they undergo dental extraction procedures.

C L I N I C A L  D I R E C T I O N S

473 A practicing dentist describes the use of a Hedström endodontic file to
retrieve a root tip.

T R E N D S

474 The Funding of Dental Services Among U.S. Children 2 to 17
Years Old: Recent Trends in Expenditures and Sources of Funding
Thomas P. Wall, M.A, M.B.A.; L. Jackson Brown, D.D.S., Ph.D.; 
Richard J. Manski, D.D.S., M.B.A., Ph.D.
This article is the first of two that focus on recent changes in the funding of dental
services in the United States.

A D V A N C E S  I N  D E N T A L  P R O D U C T S

483 Electronic Monitoring of Dental Implant Osseointegration
Lawrence J. Dario, B.S.C.E., D.M.D.; Paul J. Cucchiaro, B.S.E.E.; 
Anthony J. Deluzio, B.S.C.E., M.S.C.E.
Dr. Dario and colleagues describe a new noninvasive electronic instrument they 
developed to test implant stability and improve the assessment process.

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N

491 JADA’s continuing education program highlights curing-light intensity and depth of
cure of resin-based composites, the effect of xylitol on Streptococcus mutans and 
S. sobrinus levels, the clinical utility of a genetic susceptibility test and the integrity 
of bonded amalgam restorations after five years. 

D E N T I S T R Y  &  T H E  L A W

495 Refund, Please
Peter M. Sfikas, J.D.
Mr. Sfikas examines the ADA Principles of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct 
as it relates to the issue of what to do when a former patient requests a refund from a
dentist.

G O R D O N  J .  C H R I S T E N S E N ,  D . D . S . ,  M . S . D . ,  P h . D .

499 The Perception of Professionalism in Dentistry: Further Reflections on a
Lively Topic
In a follow-up to a recent editorial, Dr. Christensen explores the issue of perceived 
professionalism in dentistry.
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