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C O M M E N T A R Y

932 Editorial: The Health Questionnaire: A Continually Changing Component 
of Practice
M. Glick
The JADA Editor stresses the importance of the dental office health 
questionnaire. 

L E T T E R S

936 JADA readers explore patient referrals, demineralization and 
fluoride-releasing sealants, and the depiction of dentists in movies.

N E W S

944 Tongue Cancer: Researchers find an association between long-standing
periodontitis and the risk of developing tongue cancer, according to a recent
article in the Archives of Otolaryngology.

948 CyberNews: The Association launches a new and improved advocacy content
area on ADA.org.

C O V E R  S T O R Y

949 Er,Cr:YSGG Laser: The Use of the Erbium, Chromium:Yttrium-Scandium-
Gallium-Garnet Laser in Endodontic Treatment: The Results of an In Vitro
Study
U. Schoop, K. Goharkhay, J. Klimscha, M. Zagler, J. Wernisch, 
A. Georgopoulos, W. Sperr, A. Moritz
The authors conduct an in vitro study to assess the effects of erbium,
chromium:yttrium-scandium-gallium-garnet laser irradiation on root canals.

C L I N I C A L  P R A C T I C E

957 Pressure Forceps: Biopsy of the Buccal Mucosa in Oral Lichen Planus: 
The Traditional Method Versus the Use of a New Pressure Forceps
A. Bermejo-Fenoll, M.P. López-Jornet, M.J. Jiménez-Torres, 
F. Camacho-Alonso, A. Orduña-Domingo
The authors design a pressure forceps for use in performing biopsies and 
analyze the advantages and disadvantages of this instrument.

963 Facial Expressions: The Application of Facial Expressions to the 
Assessment of Orofacial Pain in Cognitively Impaired Older Adults
K.-T. Hsu, S.K. Shuman, D.T. Hamamoto, J.S. Hodges, K.S. Feldt
Dr. Hsu and colleagues evaluate facial expressions as a means of identifying
orofacial pain in cognitively impaired and cognitively intact older adults.

971 Case Report: The Treatment of Bisphosphonate-Associated Osteonecrosis 
of the Jaws With Bone Resection and Autologous Platelet-Derived Growth
Factors
M.C. Adornato, I. Morcos, J. Rozanski
The authors describe an alternative treatment modality for patients with
refractory bisphosphonate-associated osteonecrosis.

R E S E A R C H

978 Microhardness: The Effect of At-Home Bleaching on the Microhardness of
Six Esthetic Restorative Materials
O. Polydorou, E. Hellwig, T.M. Auschill
Dr. Polydorou and colleagues conduct an in vitro study to evaluate the effect
of an at-home bleaching product on the microhardness of six restorative
materials.
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985 Dental Unit Waterline Cleaners: The Influence of Dental Unit 
Waterline Cleaners on Composite-to-Dentin Bond Strengths
A.V. Ritter, E. Ghaname, R.H. Leonard
Dr. Ritter and colleagues evaluate the influence of dental unit 
waterline cleaners on composite-to-dentin bond strengths.

992 Advances in Dental Products: The Antimicrobial Efficacy of the
Erbium, Chromium:Yttrium-Scandium-Gallium-Garnet Laser With
Radial Emitting Tips on Root Canal Dentin Walls Infected With 
Enterococcus Faecalis
W. Gordon, V.A. Atabakhsh, F. Meza, A. Doms, R. Nissan, I. Rizoiu, 
R.H. Stevens
The authors use an in vitro model to investigate the ability of an
erbium, chromium:yttrium-scandium-gallium-garnet laser with radial
emitting tips to disinfect Enterococcus faecalis–infected dentin.

T R E N D S

1003 Dentist Distribution: The Urban and Rural Distribution of Dentists, 2000
T.P. Wall, L.J. Brown
The authors examine urban and rural variation in the number of dentists in relation to
the U.S. population.

P E R S P E C T I V E S

1013 Observations: Longevity Versus Esthetics: The Great Restorative Debate
G.J. Christensen
Dr. Christensen makes observations about esthetics versus service relative to dental
restorations.

1016 A Better Practice: Decision Making and the Dental Practice
R.P. Levin
Dr. Levin offers advice for dentists on how to make decisions more efficiently and 
effectively.

1018 Ethical Moment: Am I Obligated to Treat a Patient Whose Need for Emergency 
Care Stems From Dental Tourism?
R.G. Asai, K.D. Jones, Jr.
Drs. Asai and Jones explore dentists’ ethical obligations with regard to treating
patients who experience complications after receiving treatment outside the United
States.
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